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Stylized Facts
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▪ There is a lack of data disaggregation regarding children.

▪ Data shortages on children are observed in both low- and high-income
countries.

▪ Even for countries that collect data on children, these data sets are
fragmented and do not cover all the necessary fields of their activity
(education, health, living conditions and access to services and welfare)

▪ Data on children require attention at all stages of their development,
production and dissemination. Statistical confidentiality issues are crucial
and data collection requires special expertise.

▪ It is imperative for all countries to build and strengthen their capacity on
data disaggregation regarding children.
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The Context
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• A key parameter for developing successful policy strategies is
the existence of:
– (reliable) data and

– Official Statistics.



The Context
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Why official statistics?

▪ Policy Makers cannot challenge official data as easily as they usually do in
data from other providers/organizations.

▪ Official statistics are also submitted to International Organizations, which
inevitably mobilize stakeholders and decision makers in each country.



The Context
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• Sources of Official Statistics:

– The Census

– Statistical Surveys

– Administrative data (data collected by governments or
other organizations for non-statistical reasons / taxation,
vital records etc.)

– Big Data (not yet…)



The Context
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NSOs purpose is to produce, on a regular basis,

Official Statistics

which:

– cover all the fields of activity of the public and private 
sector,

– are submitted to international organizations

– concern the general public (the users of statistics).



The Context
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• The existence of disaggregated data
– highlights non-obvious trends,

– makes vulnerable groups more visible and

– helps policy makers and stakeholders to evaluate the measures taken
by the State.



Conference of European Statisticians Guidance
on the improvement of statistics on children
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▪ Statistics on violence against children

▪ Statistics on children in alternative care

▪ Statistics on children with disabilities

▪ Ethical considerations for the collection and dissemination of
data on children
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Data Disaggregation regarding 
children in Greece / ELSTAT
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• The Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT) is the National 
Statistical Office of Greece, the coordinator of the Hellenic 
Statistical System (ELSS) and part of the European Statistical 
System (ESS).



ELSTAT and UNICEF
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← Thessaloniki International Fair (2017)

TransMonEE Athens 2017 →



ELSTAT and UNICEF
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← Memorandum of Cooperation
between ELSTAT and UNICEF’s 
Representation in Greece (2020)



The Context
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Health Survey of Children aged 
2 to 14 years old
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▪ The Health Survey is part of the European Statistical
Programme “European Health Interview Survey” to which all
the EU Member States participate.

▪ In 2020 ELSTAT introduced an ad hoc module regarding the
Health of Children aged 2 to 14 (ref. year 2019) which was
conducted on a pilot basis together with the Health Survey in
the households.



Health Survey of Children aged 
2 to 14 years old
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The 2021 Census
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• Preparatory Phase: The Building Census

• Phase A: Population and Housing Census – Electronic self-enumeration

• Phase B: Population and Housing Census – Data Collection via interview

• Phase C: Population and Housing Census – Electronic self-enumeration for those
who didn’t manage to contact their enumerator



The 2021 Census
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▪ The Census questionnaire included all the variables in accordance with the
European Regulation (EU) 763/2008 on Population and Housing Censuses, as well
as variables that met national requirements in statistical information.

▪ For the first time, the Population Census included the collection of the tax
identification number (TIN Number) and the Social Security Number (AMKA) of
each person. The aim was to introduce a unique identification number for each
person that would be used as a “Key” to link the statistical data from the
Population Censusto data from administrative registers.



The 2021 Census
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▪ For the first time, ELSTAT, performed the Census also in refugee
camps, with a special questioner, collecting data for the number of
refugees living there and their characteristics with the appropriate
disaggregation.

▪ Social enumerators, collected data (not just the number of
individuals) regarding:
⁻ Roma population.

⁻ Unaccompanied children in camps.

⁻ Unaccompanied children who weren’t living in camps.

⁻ People in medical institutions, orphanages, and other special
establishments



ELSTAT and IDAC 
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▪ ELSTAT leads Working Group 1: Child-Specific Data Capacity
Strengthening on Children on the Move
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Doers Thinkers

We try hard to 
produce 

disaggregated  
Statistics 

We write down 
a strategy

When are you 
planning to have the 

data?

Hello?
Are you here?



Ευχαριστώ πολύ
Teşekkürler
Thank you


